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1. The third meeting of the Cominforn revresentative and the vro-Communist 
Portuguese leaders took nlace on 28 November 1948, nnd was attended by the 
game “eonle. The Cominform renresentative svoke as follows: 


2. "Porturuese comrades, it is with great nleasure that I see that you have “mt - 
. aside, temvorarily at least, your divergences in order to unite in the 

strugple against the conmon enemy. I, ns a renresentative of the Cominforn, 
enn solemnly vromise you thet the ouestion of your differences will be nre- 
sented, with due regard to the stosition of each, to the Cominform by me, and 
I feel certain that the orranization which I revresent here will eive it due 
attention. However, I feel thet more setisfactory results would be obtained 
if each of the orranizations renresented here vould send a revort to the 
Cominform exnresaing clearly and exactly the noints at issue to which no 
vernanent solution has been found. For my vert I shell ~revare thines at 
the Cominform so that that organization will be rendy to receive a revresenta- — 
tive of each in case your renorts are not sufficient for a solution of your 
case. 


2. "Portuguese comrades, now that you are nrain united and ready for the strucple 
I can svealt to you more frankly. <at the firet meeting I naid the rreatest 
attention to the statements of the comrede who exmlained the financial situ- 
ation of your organizations, and on this noint I can tell you that I have full 
~owers from the Cominform to assure you all the financial assistence you need, 
and, conseouently, I can tell you that the first nayment fron this subsidy 
will be delivered to you here in Lisbon by a body (entidade) which will be 
nened at the vroner time. As soon as you heave enmointed your joint etrike 
committee this first amount will be negotinted between that committee and the 
vedy referred to. 


4, "Phe Cominform hos the preatest interest in sesine that the strikes which are 
to start in the main Portuguese industries, esvecially the harbors, should be 
carried out with the erentest efficiency, because hanvenings on & worldwide 

secle are closely interrated with this movement." 


5. Jose de Sousa COELHO then snoke as follows: 
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"Conrado representative of the Coninforn, Z have clooely followed your words, 
with which I am in comlete acoord. However, wo far ns I an concerned I must 
inform you that my organisation fs nit in a nosition to rush into a strike 
this coming Jenusry, since, as I have already told you fn srivate, we have to 
interest the socialist orzanization in the strikes, oni that takes time. Then, 
we have to vrevare the groundwork for the strikes, ond that too takes time ond 
money. i/e cannot even start without money. To nrenare for a strike, vrone- 
fanda must be spread about, in the form of manifestoes, cireulars, etc., nnd 
we have not the money to eet started ab this; I believe other organisations . 
are in the some situation.” (There was a brief interruvtion here, during which 
the revresentatives of the other orpanisations agreed that their condition was 
euch.) "I think that, to be in a eitustion to start strikes, with some hone 
of euccess, we must wait until the end of March or the early onrt of Avril." 


The others oresent showed complete agreement with the views expressed by 
COELHO. Then the Cominforn representative svoke acein, as follows: 


*I have no alternntive but to ngree with the statements of Jose de Sousa 
COELHO, which are, after all, those approved by the rest of the revresenta- 
tives here. We had the greatest hoods that the strikes could be started in — 
January, but, in the face of the difficulties which are now nonarent, and sa 
vossitility of frallure, we prefer to wait: this is one of our greatest 
talents. So, comrates, ns soon os I arrive at headounrters, order for 

of the first amount will * sent to you; slso @ new way of conraniontion will 
be sent, to de used only in case of neslore of the one now in use.* 
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